This is a first-class publication bringing together the best of British surgery and there is much here of great relevance for gastroenterologists. Professor J. C. Goligher covers carcinoma of the rectum, Dr The oesophagus seems to be coming into its own, judging by the spate of books about it recently. The development of manometry in the oesophagus, now 25 years old, and the pharmacological studies of the lower oesophageal sphincter have helped to bring some rationality into a clinical area full of non-understanding. Dr Henderson has used the newer laboratory aids to the traditional bedside and radiological studies, developing an authoritative experience of diagnosis and both medical and surgical treatment of oesophageal problems.
The result is a refreshing book, easy to read, well organised and well illustrated with diagrams, radiographs, photographs, and typical case histories. The presentation and editorial standard are excellent. Best of all, it is not a rehash of what the author was taught in medical school or read in books, but a report of his own experience, experimentation, and hypotheses. Some of his concepts, like most of those of most people, may not endure but each chapter has a useful list of references and where hisideasdifferfromthoseof others he gives adequate reason, and reviews other opinions. An important attribute is that, although he describes the use of the more sophisticated techniques of cine radiology, manometry, and endoscopic diagnostic and treatment procedures, he emphasises and illustrates the value of a carefully taken history in differential diagnosis.
The book is about natural history, physiology, and symptom production, and, although written by a surgeon, it should appeal to physicians and surgeons equally because it is not over-burdened with operative detail.
The title is slightly misleading; there is a useful section on motor disorders of the pharynx and the cricopharyngeus, including pharyngeal pouch, and the rapidly increasing use of cricopharyngeal myotomy.
D. A. W. EDWARDS
Digestive and Hepatobiliary Pathology and Pathophysiology Case Studies By Richert E. Goyette. (Pp. 201; illustrated; £6-50.) Kimpton: London; 1977 . This loose-leaf book presents initial case histories together with the results of investigations. These are interspersed with true and false multiple-choice questions and matching questions concerning differential diagnosis and pathophysiology of the disease together with relevant discussion and references. It could be a very useful approach for junior staff preparing for specialist examinations. The prevention of alimentary intalin and formation of toxin in food is an important function of preventive medicine and a role which should be the responsibility of all gastroenterologists. This simply presented, but remarkably informative and comprehensive, paperback should be read by medical staff and their wives. It should be made easily available for all concerned with community and hospital hygiene.
